IS    POLAND    LOST ?

ture, and also by the fact that the Polish throne
was then occupied by Stanislav Augustus
Poniatowski, the most highly cultured man of
his age. Poniatowski (1764) surrounded him-
self with writers, artists and scientists and
even caused special coins to be struck in honour
of the most prominent. Bishop Andreas Zaleski
collected a library of 30,000 volumes which,
in 1748, he placed at the disposal of the nation.
In these circumstances Polish literature experi-
enced a powerful new spurt, and the national
tongue was cultivated and purified with great
zeal.

The fall of the independent kingdom only led
to an intensification of national sentiment and this
trend was naturally reflected in Polish literature.
The works that were produced at this time were
inspired by a deep patriotic spirit. The most
notable figures in this literary revival were Waclaw
Rzewuski, the dramatist, who was Captain of
Cracow Castle (d. 1779); Franz Bohomolec, editor
and dramatist (d. 1784); Stanislav Adam Narusze-
wicz, Bishop of Luck, the author of many lyric
poems, idylls, satirical works, tales, etc. (d. 1796);
Trembicki and Wengierski, the two followers of
the light Muse; Karpinski, the 'poet of the heart*,
whose love songs are still sung in Poland. The
greatest of all, however, was Ignac Krasinki, a
clergyman who was a frequent guest at the court
of Poniatowski, When, in consequence of the
partition, he became a Prussian subject, he prac-
tically locked himself in at his home and continued
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